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SUB J : PETROLEUM EXPLORATION IN NIGER AND CHAD 

REF: NIAMEY 3333 

1. CONOCO/CHAD PRESIDENT VOEGELI, WHO ATTENDED NIAMEY MEETING 
NOTED REFTEL, CONFIRMED TO EMBOFFS AUG 26 THAT CONOCO HAD 
OBLIGATION UNDER AGREEMENT WITH GON TO DRILL ONE WELL IN NIGER. 
DRILLING ORIGINALLY SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEGUN BY FEBRUARY 1975 
BUT GON HAS AGREED TO CONOCO'S REQUEST THAT START BE DELAYED 
UNTIL OCTOBER. CONOCO RIG PRESENTLY NEAR RIG RIG (SIC) IN 
KANEM PREFECTURE, WHERE DRILLING NOW DOWN TO 9,400 FEET WITH 
GAS AND PETROLEUM SHOWS BUT NO INDICATION OF RESERVOIRS. 

SEISMIC TEAMS SCHEDULED BEGIN WORK SEPTEMBER SOUTHEASTERN 
CORNER NIGER AND IN CHAD NORTH OF LAKE ALONG NIGER/CHADIAN 
BORDER. 
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2. AFTER COMPLETION WELL IN NIGER. CONOCO CONSIDERING MOVING 
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RIG BACK TO KANEM FOR ONE MORE HOLE AND THEN, POSSIBLY, DRILL 
ONE HOLE IN SOUTHERN CHAD, TERMINATING WORK ABOUT FEBRUARY OR 
MARCH. DRILLING WOULD BE SUSPENDED FOR REMAINDER OF 1976 
WHILE FURTHER SURVEYS MADE BY SEISMIC CREWS. DRILLING IN CHAD 
MIGHT THEN COMMENCE AGAIN IN 1977. 

3. VQF.GF.lt MAINTAINS THAT NEW MILITARY REGIME CHAD VERY CO- 
OPERATIVE AND THAT NEITHER HE NOR CONOCO HAVE ANY PROBLEMS 
IN THEIR DEALINGS WITH GOC. 

4. COMMENT: EMBOFFS HAD IMPRESSION THAT CONOCO NOT VERY 
ENTHUSIASTIC REGARDING PROSPECTS IN NIGER AND UNLIKELY 

TO GO MUCH BEYOND CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS SHOULD FIRST HOLE 
PROVE DRY. WHILE VOEGELI GAVE NO INDICATION WHATSOEVER THAT 
CONOCO CONSIDERING PULLING OUT OF CHAD AFTER MARCH 1976. PRO- 
POSED NINE MONTH PAUSE FOR FURTHER SEISMIC EXPLORATIONS WOULD 
OFFER RELATIVELY LOW-KEY OPPORTUNITY FOR GRADUAL DISENGAGEMENT, 
SHOULD THAT POSSIBILITY BE IN THEIR MINDS. 

LITTLE 
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